3 On the dream of Jerome as a dream of conversion see Jacqueline Amat, Songes et visions.
L'au-delà dans la littérature latine tardive, (Paris, 1985) , pp. (70) that he uses the metaphor of the captive woman in Deuteronomy,5 who cannot be wed until her head has been shaved and her nails cut:
He had read in Deuteronomy the command given by the voice of the Lord that, when a captive woman had had her head shaved, her eyebrows and all her hair cut off, and her nails pared, she might then be taken to wife. Is it surprising that I too, because of the elegance of her style and the grace of her parts, desire to make that secular wisdom that is my captive and my handmaid a matron of the true Israel; or that, shaving off and cutting away all in her that is dead, whether this be idolatry, pleasure, error, or lust, I take her to myself clean and pure, and beget by her servants for the Lord of Sabaoth? My efforts promote the advantage of Christ's family, my so-called defilement with an alien increases the number of my fellow-servants.6
So Classical Antiquity must be shorn of its deceptive attractions in order to serve the truth of Christianity. And Jerome restricted the utility of classical
